
Submitting a SART Research Proposal:
Set Yourself Up for Success



• What is SART CORS?

• What kind of research can I do?

• How do I submit a research proposal?

Learning Objectives



• SART Clinic Outcome Reporting System

• SART members are encouraged to use the national SART CORS database 
to ask powerful retrospective research questions

What is SART CORS?



• You may have a question or hypothesis you’d like to test using SART CORS 
data

• Collaboration is strongly encouraged in order to utilize available resources 
for statisticians, IRB approval/exemption, experience working with SART 
CORS datasets

• Network and connect with SART CORS researchers

Your Research Question



• For a current list of publications, go to the members only section of 
www.sart.org

• Over 200 publications have resulted from datasets generated from SART 
CORS 

A few highlights:
• Powerful linkage studies between SART and state birth registries 
• Prediction models

Publications From SART CORS





• The SART Research Portal is available to SART members who are 
interested in:

 Requesting a dataset from SART CORS for research
 Submitting a survey to SART members for research
 Requesting an exemption from reporting IVF cycles to SART CORS

The SART Research Portal



How do I submit a 
research proposal?

SART Research Committee

IRB approval/exemption letter
Signed Certificates of Confidentiality (as applicable)

Investigator

Dataset Request

Redshift Creates Dataset/Survey/Exemption Code

Investigator Analyzes Data, Drafts
Manuscript

SART Research Committee Chair

Approves Manuscript

Investigator Submits Manuscript for Publication

Redshift Performs Feasibility Review

Committee approval



• New Requests: November-February
• Committee Review: February-April
• Redshift Review: April-May
• Dataset Release: estimated June-December

The Portal is Seasonal



• SART will fund the programming of up to 20 datasets per year
• Surveys separate

• Surveys about IVF practice patterns (IVF clinics) are appropriate for SART
• Surveys about individual practice patterns (REIs) should be submitted to SREI

How many proposals are 
approved annually?



• Investigators must be able to fund the creation of the dataset
• Approximately $2,000 per dataset (exact amount to be determined by 

Redshift)
• Estimated timeline for proposal review and dataset generation: 3-6 months

Proposals May Also be Submitted 
Outside the Annual Window

















• First consult the list of fields that are collected to 
determine if the database would be able to answer 
your research question.  
• Click the ‘Help/FAQ’ link at the top of any screen.

Click the “Data Dictionary” button in the Research Portal
• A single year can contain information for over 200,000 

cycles with many available fields for each of the 
cycles. Please request only fields that are justified by 
your project.

What data should I request?







Send Any Questions to the Research 
Chair Through the Communications Tab



Submit Your Proposal



• Your proposal is not submitted until you click the “Save and Submit to SART” button
• The PI must be a SART member and cannot be a trainee
• All coinvestigators must be named in the proposal

• Coinvestigators from different programs can be included as long as they have an 
External Unique Research Identifier

Important Points



Adding a Coinvestigator



Go to Each User’s SART CORS Profile to Find 
the External Unique Research Identifier



How to Create a User Profile for Investigators 
Who Don’t Currently Have SART CORS Access



How to Create a User Profile for Investigators Who Don’t 
Currently Have SART CORS Access
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After You Submit Your Proposal

• Your request gets a Research Protocol Number and it will 
be in your portal dashboard. The status indicators at the 
top of your request will help you understand where your 
request is in the pipeline.



• The SART Research Committee will review the proposal and provide 
comments back to you.  In consultation with Redshift, the Research 
Committee will determine if the requested data can be released.  Proposals 
may be sent back to the investigators for revisions. 

• All communication with the investigators is done through the 
COMMUNICATION tab in the portal.

Review of Your Proposal



• The committee reviews each proposal

• It is a highly structured process with a scoring tool of objective criteria that 
will be scored by reviewers

• The scoring process is based on the ASRM abstract scoring system

Review Process



Originality of Hypothesis    
0 = None
3 = many other well-designed studies
5 = a modest number of other similar studies
7 = few similar studies
10 = unique
Plan of Data Analysis     
0 = inadequate analysis, hypothesis not supported by plan of analysis 
5 = deficient analysis, hypothesis partially related to plan of analysis
7 = appropriate analysis, SART CORS data requested appropriate for addressing hypothesis, hypothesis supported by plan of 
analysis, biostatistician listed
10 = appropriate analysis, SART CORS data requested appropriate for addressing hypothesis , hypothesis supported by plan of 
analysis, biostatistician listed, shell tables included
Significance       
0 = little if any significance, does not advance the field 
5 = modest contribution to the field; advance the field modestly
10 = important contribution to the field
Study Design       
0-3 = retrospective, moderately novel question, low impact 
4-6 = retrospective, novel question, impactful 
7-8 = simulated RCT, machine learning, prediction models, appropriate statistical modeling, impactful
9-10 = linkage study, appropriate statistical modeling, impactful



Tips for Enhancing Your Proposal
• Check the portal for other similar proposals to avoid overlap

• Clear all filters and browse through prior proposals



• Use the SART Query Engine on your own clinic data, to test usage & 
understanding of SART CORS

• Consult SART Data Dictionary for definitions of fields, to ensure you ask for 
exactly what you want. Located on Research Portal Dashboard Home Page

• Create shell tables as part of proposal and upload them under the 
documentation tab

• Include a biostatistician as a co-investigator (mandatory)

Tips for Enhancing Your Proposal



Upload Your Table Shells



• SART requires researchers to work closely with a statistician to correctly 
handle missing data (which is frequent and by design for some fields) and to 
choose appropriate methods for manipulating the data (importing from CSV, 
exploring and categorizing, modeling and analyzing, and designing tables)

A Statistician is Mandatory



• The committee will select one outstanding proposal for up to $15,000 
statistical support during the 2024 annual cycle.

• The goal of the award is to support new investigators.
• The winning team of investigators must include a statistician who does not 

have experience with SART CORS data.
• The team will be paired with a statistician with SART CORS experience; the 

assigned statistician will provide feedback on study design and train the 
investigator’s statistician to work with SART CORS data.

• The funds may only be used to compensate the assigned SART statistician. 
Any unused funds must be forfeited. 

SART Research Committee Award 
for Statistical Support

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Update year



• Before the dataset can be released, the following must be 
uploaded into the portal under the DOCUMENTATION tab:

 A letter from your IRB documenting that the project has been 
reviewed and approved or exempted. You must also manually 
enter the IRB approval/exemption date.

 Signed Certificates of Confidentiality for each person involved 
with the project.  The Certificate of Confidentiality is available 
as a link under the DOCUMENTATION tab.

Supporting Documentation



• Once the proposal is approved by the committee and the documentation of 
IRB approval/exemption and Certificates of Confidentiality are received, the 
project will be listed on the queue for obtaining a dataset. 

• Data will be provided as a downloadable, compressed CSV file under the 
DATA AND PUBLICATIONS tab within the research portal.  The file is a 
series of columns with each cycle listed as a row and the requested fields 
listed as columns.  

• Protected Health Information (PHI) such as names and dates cannot be 
released to any individuals outside of SART.  Researchers may only receive 
deidentified data. SART also cannot release data from cycles which took 
place prior to 2004.

Getting Your Dataset



• Approval for a dataset is specific to the proposal that was submitted.
• Requests to perform additional analyses with an existing dataset must be 

sent using a new Research Application, referencing the existing application 
and indicating that an existing dataset will be used. It is not necessary to 
repeat the field selection.  

• The committee will review the revised proposal and check for overlap with 
existing proposals and previously published SART CORS manuscripts.

Additional Analyses Require 
Committee Approval



• Before you submit your manuscript for peer review, email it to the Research 
Committee Chair for approval.  Only manuscripts that present serious issues 
and are not appropriately reporting their findings will be sent to the Research 
Review committee.  

Publishing Your Data



The following language must be included in your materials and methods:

The data used for this study were obtained from the SART Clinic Outcome Reporting System (SART CORS). Data were collected through voluntary submission, 
verified by SART, and reported to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in compliance with the Fertility Clinic Success Rate and Certification Act 
of 1992 (Public Law 102-493). SART maintains HIPAA-compliant business associate agreements with reporting clinics. In 2004, following a contract change with 
the CDC, SART gained access to the SART CORS data system for the purposes of conducting research. Over 90% of all assisted reproductive technology (ART) 
cycles in the United States are performed at SART-member clinics.

SART annually selects up to 10 clinics, approximately 2.5% of SART clinics, for an on-site validation visit utilizing metrics and a blinded selection process to 
identify outlier clinics. Medical records are reviewed during the validation visit to verify the designation, outcome, and reporting of cycles.  Clinics with 
significant systematic reporting errors undergo data correction. Six primary metrics and twenty-six secondary metrics are used for clinic selection. The metrics 
include low prospective reporting for both egg retrieval cycles and total cycles, high live birth rates in the various age groups, low cancellation rate, high 
percentage of total fertility preservation cycles, high percentage of embryo banking and oocyte banking cycles, high percentage of fertility preservation cycles 
where oocytes were thawed or embryos were transferred within a year, high percentage of deleted cycles, high percentage of cycles converted from IUI, and 
low percentage of cycles in which no embryos were suitable for transfer with and without preimplantation genetic testing (PGT). SART does not validate the 
accuracy of data entry fields such as gonadotropin dosage, number of oocytes retrieved, number of fertilized oocytes, number of embryos cryopreserved, PGT 
results, or demographic fields such age and diagnosis.   

 

Required Language: Materials 
and Methods



The following acknowledgments must be included:

The authors thank SART for the dataset, as well as all SART members for 
providing clinical information to the SART CORS database for use by 
researches.  Without the efforts of SART members, this research would not 
have been possible. 

Required Acknowledgments



Suneeta Senapati, MD, MSCE
Chair, SART Research Committee
Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology
University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA

Suneeta.Senapati@pennmedicine.upenn.edu

Questions?
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